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25 August 1959

HEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Central Intelligence

B JECT: Amex to the Report of DCI Ad Roc Panel on Status
of the Soviet ICBM Program

1. The Panel re-emphasizes the unique importance of TALEWT photography.
Tils resource represents the only relisble means for locating Soviet missile
sites, and should be placed on the highest national priority. Specifically,
v recommend the early coverage of reil lines in the POLYARNYY URAL area
&3 the most likely prototype operetionsl deploymsnt facility for Soviet:
ICBMs .

2. As an ocutstanding example of the significance of TAIENT date,
the continuing existence of cnly a single launch pad at TYURA TAM is noted
in the recent TALENT photography. This fact, vhile completely unexpacted,
slilovs & Judgement to be made that the extremely large fixed launching
facility is not an essential part of their operstiomal deployment systenm.
Fuarther, the single launch facility coupled with the relatively shor:
periods betveen several lannchings indicates a highly efficient approsch
to check-out and launch of large nissilea. ‘
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ho In viev of the improving Soviet air defense effort, we believe
tant the utilization of the aircraft may soon bde limited to peripheral
cparations. Therefore, we recommsnd that CIA:
a. Conduct additicnel high priority overflights
a8 soon and as often as possible.
b. Make plans now for increased applications of ihil
aircraft vto peripheral operatioms.
¢. Intensify present plans to provides a replacement,
including improved vehicles and reconnaissance satellites.

~ SIGNED

L. A, HYLAND
Chairman
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